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S he Cuttin
of Fire

i only takes ane e
tragedy to remind ws how
impareant it is to have
experlenced and educatod
fire services personmel. | he
high risk pob of a Mrefighites
can b fast, furkous and exciting,
but the more educated and
bhetter trained the Oreliglhiters,
the better the outcome of any
emergency fre situation.

Catawba Valley Community
College has always idlerod b
sopyios tralndng to Oreliglhters
I el Catawha Valley, bt oy
thee collewse |5 offering a twi
vear asseciate degres to ghve
Nrefiglters the tochuleal and
Administrative cdueathon they
reed to further thelr carcers
Ihe new program s called Five
Provection Lochology,

“lhere 15 a difference between
tralnbng and education,”
explains G, Winfheld Absee,
Heglomal Fire Hescus Uralnlng
Coordinator in the Morth
Camlina Community College
syatem and interhm program
chair of the CVED program

i Technology:

i

*Fire departments do a lot of
hends -on technkcal tralning,
his {CVEC) program comblmes
tlee administrative and technbeal
tratoing In a way thalt advances
CATBErS.

Maost lire departments requin

Al least A Dwo-yoeal l.jl.';.'\,ll.'l.'

b advance to Lhe position of
captabn amnd above, and the b
Provection lechnalegy degres
gives the students the cdoe they
e

Situdent Shame Stewart of
Makden signed up the st
seqnester. T wve worked as a
vilurtesr for 13 years and as a
e Mrefighter for Hizkory Fin
thuree aml a hall vears. 1 dan
always wani Lo ricde the back ol
Lhee fire truck. Like the others
tvere In class, | want to move up
in tlve ranks.”

Firefighters get the
educational edge...

Fased an the Federal | RPNy
Servies | l'i5-_1||||'r Feduration Croge

Edge

currictlum model (FESHE),

thvr classes are Intended to glve
students the prfessional and
technical knvwledge thoy need
i maks the best decisions foe
fire protection in the Held and in
the affice. Course wiork ncludes
classromm and laboralory
acthvities in byvdraulics and
waler distribution. chomisiry

of hazardous materials, arson
ivvestigation, lre protectkon
salety, strateghos and tactles,
managing re services, e
|’r|'1l[1~|'|]lr|| law, In&peciions

and coddes and @mergency
MiAnAgemeent

“This is the only assockats

degroe program avallable locally
that actually pertalns to fire
protection,” explains Kevin
Tosler, ehiel of the Mewton Flre
Department, an instructor in the
program andd a member of the
advisory board that guldes it "In
arder to advance in thelr careers,
a lot of frefighters resorted to
petting degrees (n buslness of
management. But, this program
pived the fOrefighters that esi

ghting

e X )

ke, and skoce it transfors
UG Charlotte or Western
Carolina Uinbversity, they can
g o and get thelr bachelonr's
degres in thelr fire protect bor
programs as well.”

Arcording to Yoder, many
departments relmburse thelr
Orefiglhters for tultion ard fees
Meewion Fire Department does
and three of the last Oreflghters
wiere hilred bocause of thel
expericnee Wil Lhe oxpectation
Eheery would complete thel
degroe,

Hamdy Walker was one of those
men. *| have been a lirefighter
[ flve and halfl yoears, bat |
weant to advance and miove up
thi ladder, 5o, | am here to get
the degree,” explains Walker,

Flip-flop classes
meet firefighters’
schedules

Wath their urasual scbedoles
||~\.l,|:1]|_1.-' 24 bewurs on -:‘lul':,- FITLA |
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A Conover firefighier mans the hose during 4
cenfrodfed fivise burn exervise.

Plariogragh by Lévd Wik

a tough time making a traditional
cillese classroom schedule. The
CVOC Fire Protection Technology
progeam accommiodates (hose needs
by el g wohat's called Dip- Mg
scheduling. Each class is affered
Pwice a week, once during the day
and again on another day i the
evening. Students attend ome of The
two weekly sessions, which ever
osfwe: hest Dies their sclwesdu e thai
wiirirk

.-".-1.|||-e'-_',-' Starmes of Bethlehem
vsually makes the alternoon
classes, & volunbesr Dire Giglhie

e current by works in bills ad
imaterials for a lecal Furnitine
COmIpranTy. Tl CommpEany |1::1||'!.'
AUpports estlucation so they allow
e o work my schedule arownd o
make the classes.”

[Daie in large pact o Che Mig-Top
schwduling amd the demand, the
Fire Protection Technology program
s arve of the largest enrollments
For a reew program in recent CVCC
histoay. “Tt's better for the students
and the eollese,” savs Yoder. “When
I was working for my degres, T had
to o all Kireds of shift trades witly
ot leer firefighters to try Lo find a

Hiven esed al the beginring ol
the arifcle:
Firelighters fearn proper
teciudigues o effoctively and
alficienily handle crmerngencies
sricly as Hguelivd pefridecnm gas

Py iy Lifrilee iy

Fireliglivers on beckop e,
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way Lo gel o class, Flip-Top works
fowr just about everybody.”

For the experienced
fireﬁﬂhter, newly hired
and the wannabe...

students ramnge inoage from 19 to
St with all levels of experience in
between. Mineteen yvear old Josh
Ingle of Lenoir has worked as a
vilunteer for Kings Creek and High
shoals departments in the past,
Mow, he wanits to make firefighting
acareer, "| was going to po to
Craston College, but | was really
glad to hear aboul this progriam
berause it's so much closer.”

Student ared 22-year veteran
firefighter Cradg Cwaltmey of
Wittenburg is in his 17th year

of working for Hickory Fire
Department, ard he plans to linish
the associate degree and then
wiork tiwards his bachelor's, “It's
toupgh coming back to school and
taking math alter M years,” says
Cowealtney, “But, if you want to
alvance wp the chain, you have to
have the education,”

Looking to
the future...

Because of the deanand For the
program, CVEC is already planning
on expading by beginning a
rollaborative program with Mitchell
Coanmiunity Caollege, The actual

dipboma will be froam CVCC, b

students can take electives at M
and plans are (o offer fire classes in
hoth the Mooresville and Stawsville
APEAS,

Savas Ahee, “Many of the |:-|:r:-.-||r||||-|
ir |1':|-:‘||.:|:'1.||I|1 il i in fire
1||.-|1:-|.|l|||1:r|r=\. ripght now are
graduaies of prrogranms like this
offervsd in othie |I|-‘i'|'|.'h Ty

ks hoaw valuable this degres is

A sturdenit dens fis personal protective geat:

Fhavagragiy by Livike Weighe

atvd they want the same type of
eduscation foe the people working
unders them moss.”

Far more informat ion abssuan ihe
CVEC Fire Protection Te ||||-::-|1|_!.:_'-,
'|:'r|||.:|| arm, call (28 327- 4058, CF

Fegional Fire Rescue Training Covrdinator & Winfield Abee explains
how the characteristics of water change as ff comes throwgh the fose
runzede based on factors seclt as operating presspres, moerle desion, noezele
adfusiment, ard the condition of the erfifce. Al these characteristics
influence the effectiveness of' a hose stream in extinguishing a fre. Pictured
froen left are Dervick Leorhardt, Tim Whitener ard Stephen Esposito

Pl e Ran Sk

Catawba Valley Community College - wwwic

Call: 828-327-7000 ext. 4505



